
Show Dog Nashville Recording Artist:
Tommy Bales

From the very small town of Gaston Indiana, Tommy has been beatin' the skins for 25 years
now. His very first and biggest influence was his father, who's been playing for over 50 years himself.
He considers himself a simple, passionate, groove driven drummer that slams it out and has a blast
doing it. 

He spent his teen years bangin' his head in an all original heavy metal band that never really got
out of the garage. At 18 he started studying with Dane Clark (Mellancamp). That's about the time he
found the blues. “...when I was 19 I went to a blues concert in Indianapolis and saw The Fabulous
Thunderbirds, BB, and Buddy Guy.... my eyes and heart were opened. Buddy Guy introduced me to a
whole new world of dynamics...” He then went on to play in  regional blues bands Johnny Ray and the
High Rollers and Smokehouse Dave and the BBQ Kings.

In 2001 he hooked up with brothers Brian and Brent Flynn. “I was a little apprehensive at first
because Country music was not where my experience was. However, the Flynn brothers showed me
that Country music can have a lot of soul, groove and dynamics..” They quickly gelled and were soon
layin' it down in the clubs as Flynnville Train. They started recording with long time friend Richard
Young (Kentucky HeadHunters) and put out and independent album that had great regional success.
Then, in 2005, their lives were changed forever when they got a phone call from Country music super
star Toby Keith. Toby signed the band and took them on tour with him in 2008. They toured the country
all the while introducing themselves to country radio. They had two singles hit the top 30 on the R&R
charts as well two videos in rotation on CMT and GAC. 

Since then, Flynnville Train has been  perfecting their craft by writing and recording new music
and winning the hearts of America by touring the fairs and festivals. In 2009 Tommy was honored with
winning  Modern Drummer's Readers Poll for best up and coming drummer. He has also appeared in
the ever popular DRUM! magazine. 
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